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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 

PHIPPEN 
(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of John 
Phippen. John attended the Route 91 
festival in Las Vegas on October 1. 

John was the father of six and grand-
father to one. His life revolved around 
his friends, children, and grandkids. 

John showed his true character the 
night of the Route 91 festival when he 
died while shielding a stranger with his 
body from the gunfire. 

John was a kind and gentle man who 
enjoyed the simple things in life. His 
favorite thing to do was spend time 
with his family and friends in the sand 
dunes at Lake Havasu or camping at 
the beach. Everyone who knew John 
remembers him for being a wonderful, 
selfless, and sweet man. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my condolences to John Phippen’s fam-
ily and friends. Please know that the 
city of Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, 
and the whole country grieve with you. 
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A–29 SUPER TUCANO SUCCESS IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the success of 
the A–29 Super Tucano light-attack 
combat aircraft in Afghanistan, a joint 
U.S. Air Force, NATO, and Afghan Air 
Force program. 

Starting in December of 2015, the 81st 
Fighter Squadron at Moody Air Force 
Base graduated the first class of Af-
ghan A–29 pilots, and this April marked 
the 2-year anniversary of these pilots’ 
first combat mission in Afghanistan, a 
remarkable milestone. 

As one U.S. Armed Forces com-
mander stated: The A–29 combat mis-
sion in Afghanistan has been a game 
changer. The program’s success has 
drawn the attention of our allies with 
more than 14 air forces using the A–29 
and over 320,000 flight hours and 40,000 
combat hours. Even our own Air Force 
is currently conducting experimen-
tation on adding this light-attack air-
craft to the fleet. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this con-
tribution in part because, since 2011, 
the A–29 has been built in my district 
in Jacksonville, Florida, by a team of 
more than 1,000 U.S. employees, 60 per-
cent of which, Mr. Speaker, are vet-
erans. The A–29 is truly made in Amer-
ica and includes the support of more 
than 100 suppliers and subcontractors 
across 20 States. 
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BIDDING FAREWELL TO CHARLIE 
DENT 

(Ms. SÁNCHEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, very 
shortly we will be losing a Member of 
the House of Representatives. CHARLIE 
DENT, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, will be leaving this body. I 
would be remiss if I didn’t come to the 
floor and talk about his tremendous 
service to the House of Representa-
tives. 

I had the honor and the privilege of 
serving with Mr. DENT on the Ethics 
Committee. Not that serving on the 
Ethics Committee is a great honor or a 
great privilege, but serving with him 
truly was. He is a man of integrity, a 
man who kept his word, a man who 
worked hard to get through the busi-
ness at hand, somebody whom I could 
trust, and somebody with a really 
great sense of humor, which, in this 
body, is becoming a rarer and rarer 
thing. 

He is truly a likeable individual, 
somebody who took his job and his re-
sponsibilities seriously. And I want to 
wish him the best of luck in his future 
endeavors, and I want him to know 
that he will be sorely missed in this 
body. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR JAMES FULLER 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
Mr. James F. Fuller, Sr., the longtime 
mayor of Ludowici in the First Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

Mayor Fuller worked in every area 
possible to serve the people of 
Ludowici. He began working for 
Ludowici as a police officer, then po-
lice chief, then finally water super-
intendent. Forty-two years ago, Mayor 
Fuller was elected to his first term on 
city council. When he passed, he was 
completing his second term as the 
city’s mayor. Not only did he lend his 
hand to Ludowici but also to our Na-
tion as a whole, serving in the Navy 
during the Korean war. 

A true public servant, Mayor Fuller 
was fulfilling his pledge as the city’s 
leading official up until the very last 
moments before his passing. Even in 
the hospital, he said he would never get 
tired of talking about Ludowici and 
doing what he can for the people there. 
Mayor Fuller passed away on April 27 
at the age of 83. His family, friends, 
and the city of Ludowici are in my 
thoughts and prayers. 

f 

REMEMBERING PATTY BIRKHOLZ 

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a friend and former 
colleague, former State Senator Patty 
Birkholz. I join my colleagues and 

friends in Lansing today by wearing 
purple in her honor, as she was affec-
tionately known as Purple Patty. Lit-
erally down to the ink pens that she 
used, everything was purple. 

Senator Birkholz was first elected to 
the State legislature in 1996, as the 
first woman from Allegan County in 
the western side of Michigan. Then she 
became the first female Republican 
speaker pro tempore. After that she 
was elected to the State senate, where 
she served two terms. 

Upon leaving the legislature, Senator 
Birkholz was appointed director of the 
Office of the Great Lakes by Governor 
Rick Snyder and as the Michigan rep-
resentative to the Great Lakes Com-
mission. President Barack Obama ap-
pointed Senator Birkholz to the Na-
tional Sea Grant Advisory Board, a po-
sition she continued until she passed 
away. 

Senator Birkholz was a passionate 
advocate for Michigan’s natural re-
sources and passed significant legisla-
tion, creating the Great Lakes 
Interbasin Compact, water withdrawal 
assessment laws, and ballast water 
standards that have affected all of the 
Great Lakes region. In 2010, a 291-acre 
portion of the 1,000-acre Saugatuck 
Dunes State Park was renamed the 
‘‘Patricia Birkholz Natural Area’’ by 
the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 

She was a friend and a colleague who 
fought hard for her beliefs. She was 
tough, she was compassionate, and she 
was a great legislator. She will be deep-
ly missed. Blessings to her family as 
we mourn her loss. 

f 

FREED AMERICANS IN NORTH 
KOREA 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
offer a big welcome home to the three 
Americans who arrived early this 
morning back in the United States, in 
their words, the greatest Nation in the 
world, following their captivity in 
North Korea. 

I commend Secretary of State 
Pompeo for his work to secure the re-
lease of these Americans and to Presi-
dent Trump for resetting the negoti-
ating dynamic that led to this day. If 
we were following the prior administra-
tion’s strategic patience, they would 
still be imprisoned. 

With the freeing of these Americans 
and the other recent developments on 
the Korean Peninsula, including what 
is reflected in this photo, both North 
and South Korea removing their re-
spective propaganda speakers from the 
DMZ, one cannot help but recall the 
events of 1989, in Eastern Europe, and 
the thaw that resulted in the freeing of 
half a continent. 

Today’s homecoming is a positive 
step in achieving lasting peace, but we 
still have a long way to go. It is a 
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